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From the director  
 
A growing number of developing country governments are 
recognising the need to invest in science and technology.  
In sub-Saharan Africa in particular, where the challenge of 
applying science to improving living conditions and relieving 
poverty is highest, it has been rewarding to see science  
and technology steadily climb up the political agenda over  
the past few years. 

Equally important has been the increasing recognition that  
a basic capacity in science and technology is essential to  
participation in the new global knowledge economy.

Both developments make the future exciting for SciDev.Net,  
as demand for authoritative information and opinion about  
issues affecting science and technology policy is set to grow. 

With new and increasingly accessible technology,  
SciDev.Net can share knowledge and facilitate dialogue  
in the developing world.

Our central commitment remains to enhance communication 
about science, technology and innovation issues impacting on 
social and economic development. We do this by providing a 
free-access news and policy website, creating regional networks 
and delivering capacity building workshops.

SciDev.Net’s director, David Dickson

2006 has been a year of consolidation, improving our operational 
effectiveness in preparation for future growth. As part of these 
efforts, an independent evaluation of SciDev.Net and our 
activities was undertaken to inform our next multi-year  
strategic plan. 

We also began a major upgrade of our website to make it  
more accessible and interactive for users. The project — made 
possible with funding from the Swiss Agency for Development  
and Cooperation — is due for completion in autumn 2007. 

At the same time we continued to strengthen and broaden our 
content, with more news and dossier coverage from contributors  
in developing countries. 

We also remained deeply involved in capacity building efforts.
These include creating online training material for science 
journalists and delivering workshops on topics such as malaria 
and biomedical ethics. 

We would not be able to continue this work without the 
dedication of the SciDev.Net team, as well as the support of  
our trustees, donors, and the growing number of people who 
value our resources and the services we offer. 

David Dickson
Director, SciDev.Net 

2006 achievements 

• 40% increase in registered users

• 66% of registered users in developing countries

• Over 1 million website visits 

• 2 dossiers, on bird flu and desert science

• African Union summit news focus and online discussion forum

• 2 science journalism awards 

• 7 science communication workshops 

• 2 online science journalism training modules

• 2 developing country internships

• Website upgrade 

Luisa Massarani 
Latin America and Caribbean  
coordinator

Lisbeth Fog 
Latin America and Caribbean  
consultant

Paula Leighton 
Latin America and Caribbean  
consultant

Christina Scott 
Southern Africa consultant

T. V. Padma 
South Asia coordinator

Sridevi Sunderarajan** 
South Asia consultant

Jia Hepeng 
China coordinator

Office staff, London

David Dickson,  
Director

Ken Blake 
Web production editor

Catherine Brahic** 
Senior correspondent

Jan Evetts* 
Website support technician

Claire Haynes** 
Administrative assistant

Sophie Hebden* 
News editor

Karen Levin 
Operations manager

Sian Lewis* 
Commissioning editor

Mun-Keat Looi* 
Assistant editor

Juliette Maughan** 
Administrative assistant 

Mike Shanahan** 
News editor

Jemima Tonks 
Marketing manager

Sharon Worrell** 
Website support technician

Science communication  
consultant

Julie Clayton
Workshop coordinator and consultant

Dossier consultants  
and advisors

Julie Clayton** 
HIV/AIDS and malaria consultant

Eva Dantas 
Research and development policy and  
technology transfer consultant

Dominic Glover  
Agribiotech consultant

Ehsan Masood 
Biodiversity and desert science consultant

Johanna Wolf 
Climate change consultant

Rachel Wynberg 
Indigenous knowledge and intellectual  
property consultant

 
*joined during the year

**left during the year

Regional coordinators and consultants
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Daily news coverage lies at the heart of SciDev.Net’s website.  
Our high standard of journalism is one of our greatest strengths  
in providing authoritative articles from a growing network of  
journalists in the developing world. 

In 2006 we aimed to consolidate our news coverage, both  
geographically and in terms of the topics covered. We gave  
particular emphasis to regional news stories. 

News stories by freelancers from each region 

“During this year the articles received from SciDev.Net  
have formed the largest source of ideas for my  
[Swahili radio] programme.” Peter Musembi, producer,  
BBC World Service, United Kingdom

The overall number of SciDev.Net news stories published in 2006 
increased only slightly, but the proportion of these contributed by 
Southern journalists rose significantly.

Southern contributors 

In recognition of our coverage of the Indian Ocean tsunami and its 
aftermath, SciDev.Net’s news team won the Association of British 
Science Writers prize for “best science journalism on the world wide 
web”. And SciDev.Net’s director won the “award for meritorious 
achievement” from the US-based Council of Science Editors. 

Opinions published in 2006 also drew much attention from Southern 
and Northern audiences alike. For example, Kazhila Chinsembu’s 
article urging African nations to regain control of local resources and 
Arnoldo Ventura’s piece negating the need for the Cartagena Protocol 
resulted in floods of correspondence and follow-up articles.   

All SciDev.Net content is free to reproduce providing the source and 
author are credited. 

News and views from  
the South for the South
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Regional activities
In 2006 we continued building regional networks, bringing  
together individuals and organisations sharing a common vision  
and providing them with a hub through our regional gateways.

China
This year saw an increase in our Chinese news articles, with an 
average of 24 stories published on the China gateway each  
month. Our ‘e-guide to science communication’ and three  
dossiers — brain drain, intellectual property rights, and research 
and development — were also translated into Chinese.

In addition, Jia Hepeng — our China coordinator —  
collaborated with local, national and international organisations to 
deliver workshops on science communication techniques, bioethics 
reporting and on how science journals can link to the media.  

Jia also raised awareness of SciDev.Net by attending events, 
promoting individual articles and disseminating news to the  
Chinese media.

“With your creative work in the past year, much of  
China’s S&T information is learned by the outside world 
and we have already obtained more information from and 
exchanges with the outside world.” Cheng Donghong, executive 
secretary, Chinese Association of Science and Technology, China

Science communication workshop in Beijing, China

Latin America and the Caribbean 
Another active regional network covers Latin America and the 
Caribbean. In 2006 it continued to grow, recruiting a range  
of local writers for SciDev.Net — particularly reaching out to  
contributors in less developed countries such as Bolivia,  
Ecuador and Panama.   
 
Luisa Massarani — our Latin America and Caribbean coordinator 
— helped organise science communication meetings across the 
region. A training course for young science journalists in Panama 
was attended by representatives of almost all the national mass 
media. And a meeting in Cuba promoted dialogue between 
researchers and communicators. 
 
In July we began providing full-text articles by email to Cuban  
users as an experiment to help reach people with poor Internet  
connectivity. The scheme quickly gained popularity and as a  
result full-text email options will be made available to all SciDev.Net  
users in 2007. 

“SciDev.Net has brought me information on similar 
problems in different regions, available human resources,  
the urgent need to work together and hope as a human 
being.” Carlos J. del Rio Cabrera, president, Peruvian Association 
for Technological Development, Peru

 
 
South Asia 
Our South Asian network also grew in 2006 — the number of 
registered users in this region rose by almost 60 per cent over  
the year. 

Regional ‘spotlights’ featuring commissioned features and opinion 
articles from local experts highlighted key issues in the region,  
such as science and technology and climate change in India  
and Pakistan. 

T. V. Padma — our South Asia coordinator — established  
partnerships with two key Indian science academies over the year: 
the Indian Academy of Sciences in Bangalore and the National 
Academy of Agriculture Sciences in Delhi. Plans for a science  
communication workshop in 2007 were also put in place with 
the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the 
University of Hyderabad. 

“We organise multi-stakeholder discussion forums on many 
environment related issues and use SciDev.Net material  
for brie�ng, and ultimately use in, policy dialogues.”  
Dr Ram Boojh, Centre for Environment Education, India 

Sub-Saharan Africa
Our efforts in sub-Saharan Africa in 2006 concentrated on building 
capacity on the ground. Our workshop coordinator and consultant, 
Julie Clayton, worked with the South African Agency for Science 
and Technology Advancement to deliver a science communication 
workshop in March. 

Julie also collaborated with the Malaria Consortium and Campaign 
Against Malaria in Ethiopia to organise a workshop on malaria 
reporting, which led to the creation of the Coalition of Media Against 
Malaria in Ethiopia. 

Liz Nganga from Kenya was awarded a Commonwealth Fellowship 
and joined SciDev.Net for three months in January. By visiting key 
development and media organisations, she raised awareness of 
African science in the United Kingdom.

Flags at the African Union headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Another important focus for our activities in Africa was the African 
Union summit meeting in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in January 2007. 
We launched a ‘news focus’ in September 2006, publishing news 
and commentary that were widely followed in Africa in the run-up to 
the meeting.

We also facilitated a discussion group to ensure that the voices 
of African scientists, policymakers, science communicators, and 
research funders were heard.  The views expressed in this forum 
fed into the Congress of African Scientists and Policymakers 
meeting in October. 

“SciDev.Net has been very valuable in preparing my S&T 
Policy reports on technology transfer and indigenous  
knowledge in sub-Saharan Africa.” �+�S�Z�I�V�R�Q�I�R�X���S�J�½�G�M�E�P�����2�M�K�I�V�M�E
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Science communication
Our ‘e-guide to science communication’ was upgraded in 
November with commissioned articles offering practical advice on 
issues such as spotting fraudulent claims and evaluating projects.  

“I have today read [SciDev.Net’s] practical advice for  
science journalists and communicators and I feel  
rejuvenated and re-energised. Keep up the good work.” 
Aghan Daniel, coordinator, Media for Environment, Science,  
Health and Agriculture, Kenya
 
In collaboration with the World Federation of Science Journalists 
(WFSJ), we began developing online training modules to introduce 
reporters in developing countries to basic techniques in science 
journalism.

The first two of these were tested on science journalists at a WFSJ 
meeting in Nairobi, Kenya in November. 

Two SciDev.Net regional coordinators attended the 9th International 
Conference on Public Communication of Science and Technology  
(PCST) in South Korea and provided valuable coverage to science 
communicators worldwide. 

“Just to say how much we enjoy and value SciDev.Net and 
what you are doing for PCST. Your newsletter is always a 
welcome item in my in-box.” Annamia van den Heever,  
director, Stellenbosch Foundation, South Africa

 
In a further effort to strengthen science communication in 
developing countries, we set up a science journalism award jointly 
with Canada’s International Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
to support a journalist to work with us for nine months, in London 
and the developing world. The winner, Talent Ngandwe from 
Zambia, joined SciDev.Net in February 2007. 

Zambian science journalist, Talent Ngandwe

 
“I would like to thank the IDRC and SciDev.Net for this  
programme. It is a step in the right direction to help build  
the capacity of science journalists in developing countries.” 
Talent Ngandwe, journalist, Zambia
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Key topics
A core feature of SciDev.Net’s website is our topic-based dossiers. 
Ideal for informing policy decisions, increasing knowledge and 
keeping track of the latest developments, they provide quick 
summaries of key issues, in-depth information and peer-reviewed 
policy briefs. 

We published two new dossiers this year — one on bird flu and 
another on desert science, produced with support from the 
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research.

“Congratulations on uploading the desert science dossier  
to SciDev.Net. I logged in and found its contents very  
informative, especially to a layman like me.” Rex Navarro,  
director of communication, International Crops Research Institute 
for the Semi-Arid Tropics, India 

A research unit in the savannah, Niger 

The publication of two new spotlights — climate change in India  
and research and development policy in sub-Saharan Africa 
— brought a regional dimension to the dossiers. We also broadened 
the scope of our genetically modified (GM) crops dossier, renaming it 
agribiotech and including non-GM advances in agricultural research. 
The biodiversity dossier also gained a new peer-reviewed policy brief 
on environmental economics. 

 “SciDev.Net is a great website, full of relevant and up-to-date 
information on international issues. I �nd your coverage of 
avian in�uenza to be in-depth and comprehensive, and I often 
consult your site when conducting research.” Lesley Palmer, 
researcher,  The Communications Initiative, Canada

 
Evaluation
In 2006 an external review of SciDev.Net was carried out using an 
electronic survey, focus groups in China, Ecuador, India, South Africa 
and Uganda and telephone interviews with key stakeholders across 
the world. We are grateful to all participants. 

The evaluation reported that SciDev.Net is an innovative idea with 
a good reputation for quality and reliability that is highly valued by a 
wide range of people in both developing and developed countries. 
It concluded, “SciDev.Net’s track record and the importance of the 
services it provides form a strong justification for future funding and 
continued support by funding agencies and other sponsors.”

The evaluation recommended we expand our readership, improve our 
information for policymakers, increase our interaction with users and 
help users communicate with each other.   

“Your materials have been of value. I get to know what’s 
happening in the science world on time.” Ikemefuna Uzochukwu, 
lecturer, Nnamdi Azikwe University, Nigeria 

Facts and figures
Registered users
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Registered users’ profession

 
Registered users’ regional distribution 

Trustees 
 
Fred Binka, associate professor of epidemiology,  
University of Ghana 
Philip Campbell, editor-in-chief, Nature, United Kingdom 
Angela Cropper, president, The Cropper Foundation,  
Trinidad and Tobago*
Nalaka Gunawardene, director and chief executive of�cer,  
TVE Asia Paci�c, Sri Lanka*
Mohamed Hassan, executive director, Academy of Sciences  
for the Developing World (TWAS), Italy 
Donald Kennedy, editor-in-chief, Science, United States 
R. A. Mashelkar, director, Council for Scienti�c and  
Industrial Research, India**
Geoffrey Oldham (chair), former director, Science Policy Research 
Unit, University of Sussex, United Kingdom 
Luc Soete, director, United Nations University – Maastricht 
Economic Research Institute on Innovation and Technology  
(UNU-MERIT), Netherlands* 
Hebe Vessuri, head of the Department of Science Studies,  
Venezuelan Institute for Scienti�c Research (IVIC), Venezuela 
Anne Whyte, president, Mestor Associates, Canada
Lan Xue, executive associate dean, School of Public Policy  
and Management, Tsinghua University, China 

21,000

23,000

25,000

27,000

28,000

Jan-06 Feb-06 Mar-06 Apr-06 May-06 Jun-06 Aug-06 Sep-06 Oct-06 Nov-06 Dec-06

*appointed during 2006 
** retired during 2006
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20%  Latin America & Caribbean

18% Sub-Saharan Africa

18% Europe

14% South Asia

14%  North America

7% China

4% South East Asia

3% Middle East & North Africa

2 % Oceania
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Summary balance sheet at 
31 December 2006	 2006		  2005

	  
	 £	 £	 £	 £
Fixed assets				  
Tangible assets		  73,097		  70,401
Current assets				  
Debtors	 89,048		  44,379	
Cash at bank and in hand	 193,176		  92,326	

	 282,224		  136,705	
				  
Creditors: amounts falling  
due within one year	 (108,159)		  (70,026)	
Net current assets		  174,065		  66,679

Net assets		  247,144		  137,080
					   
Funds				  
Restricted funds		  16,342		  -
Unrestricted funds:				  
Designated fixed asset funds		  73,079		  70,401
General fund		  157,723		  66,679

		  247,144		  137,080

Summary of financial activities 
Income and expenditure	 2006		  2005	  

 

	 £		  £
Incoming resources	 		
Voluntary income	 916,859		  746,217
Investment income	 4,390		  3,135

Total incoming resources	 921,249		  749,352
			 
Resources expended	 			 
Cost of generating funds	 22,507		  16,316
Charitable activities	 761,632		  703,110
Governance costs	 27,046		  15,196

Total resource expended	 811,185		  734,622
		
Net income for the period	 110,064		  14,730
Fund balances brought forward  
at 1 January 2006	 137,080		  122,350

Fund balances carried forward  
at 31 December 2006	 247,144		  137,080

Trustees’ statement
These summarised accounts have been extracted from the full annual financial statements (prepared in accordance with the Companies Act 1985), approved by the 
Board of Trustees on 14 May 2007 and signed on their behalf by the Chair (Geoff Oldham) and Trustee (Hebe Vessuri). Gotham Erskine, Chartered Accountants and  
Registered Auditors, audited the full statements and their opinion was unqualified. The annual report and financial statements of the Charity comply with the current 
statutory requirements, the requirements of the Charity’s governing document and the provisions of the Statement of Recommended Practice ‘Accounting and  
Reporting by Charities’ (revised 2005). The full annual report and financial statements have been submitted to the Charity Commission (and Registrar of Companies). 
These summarised accounts may not allow for a full understanding of the Charity’s affairs. For further information, please consult the full financial statements, the  
auditors report and the Trustees’ annual report. Copies of these may be obtained from the Secretary at 97-99 Dean Street, London, United Kingdom W1D 3TE. 


